WRAMVERERY: TERAITIEATRE] 29(15), 2024
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Journal of the Institute of Language Research 29(15), 2024

K 7 AR B>

Aspect in Brahui
T53—TA—BDT7ARY b

Hayato Kobayashi?, Liaquat Ali?
IR R, VT—H o b T VU—

1Graduate School of Global Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
FORAMERE R AR
2Associate professor, Department of Brahui, University of Balochistan Quetta
Nu—F AL = RF

Abstract: This report contributes to the special supplement on “Aspect’ (Journal of the Institute of Language
Research 15, 2010, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies). It aims to provide Brahui data for 28 questionnaire items.
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1. Introduction

This paper presents sentences related to aspect in Brahui. The data were collected from a native speaker of
Brahui, Dr. Ali, who was born in Mastung, Pakistan, in 1981. Note that the sentences are translated from the
English data (Kazama 2020), so some might have had an effect from English.

The organization of the paper is as follows. Section 2 provides some preliminaries on Brahui. Section 3
analyzes the sentences collected from Dr. Ali.

2. Preliminary
Before moving on to the main discussion of the paper, let us provide some preliminaries on Brahui. Section
2.1 deals with basic information on Brahui, and Section 2.2 deals with the finite forms of the Brahui verb.

2.1. Basic information

Brahui is a North Dravidian language with a basic word order of SOV, mainly spoken in Balochistan,
Pakistan in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: The map of Pakistan (https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/pakistan)

While there are several dialects of Brahui, we focus on the Saravani dialect, which is the primary dialect of
Brahui. This is spoken in the north part of Balochistan, where this Saravanic dialect is being spoken in Quetta,

Mastung, Drengarh, Mungchar, Kalat, few parts of Bolan, Kachee, Naseer Abad and Jafar Abad (Sani, Ahmed &
Razzaq 2014: 114).

t,d t,d, kg, t,d3 £,x,v,8,2J,3 m,n,n,h LLr,{, w,y/ (Elfenbein 1997: 800-801) . In this paper, retroflexs /f,
d, 1/ are transcripted as ¢, d, r, velar /g/ as g, palato-alveolars /tf, ds, [, 3/ as c, j, $, z, nasal /n/ as 71, and semivowel
Iwl asv.

2.2. Finite forms of the Brahui verb

In this section, the finite forms of the Brahui verb are outlined based on Ali & M. Kobayashi (2024: 10-14).

Brahui finite verbs are inflected to agree with the number and person of the subjects. Each finite
form has both an unmarked affirmative form and a marked negative form. [...] There are eight
inflectional paradigms, distinguished by tense/aspect and modality: present, subjunctive, probable future,
past conditional, past, imperfect, perfect, and pluperfect [...]. The former four paradigms derive from the
verb base, while the latter four are based on the past stem. Negative suffixes for the former four
paradigms contain p, pp, f, while the latter four paradigms use t or tt as negative markers.

(Ali & M. Kobayashi 2024: 10)

! Some consonants in the inventory are changed from (Elfenbein 1997: 800) as follows: 1. changed two IPAs:
s—[, g—g, 2. deleted allopone [n] and [?] found only in Jahlavani dialect.
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The form and usage of each paradigm are reviewed in the examples in Section 3.
The copular verb, which is paired with an absolute or locative form of the infinitive to denote progressive

aspects has irregular paradigms as shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1: Conjugation of the copula

PRS NEG.PRS PST NEG.PST
1sG  ut aff-ar ass-ut allav-a¢
2sG  Uus aff-es ass-us allav-es
3sG e aff as allav
1PL um aff-an ass-un allav-an
2PL  ure aff-ere ass-ure allav-ere
3L 0 aff-as ass-ura allav-as

3. Analysis of the sentences

(adapted from Ali & M. Kobayashi 2024: 13)

In this section, we will look at the sentences and their analysis closely. The numbering of the examples in this

section matches the numbering of the corresponding questionnaires included in Journal of the Institute of

Language Research 15, 2010.

(2-1) ~&A (EHLF) 1L bONT b K.

Andy malav bas.
PN before come.pST.3sG
‘Andy already came.’

(2-2) ~&A (EELF) 1T/ HONT b IKTND.

Andy malav bass-une.
PN before come-PRF.3SG
‘Andy has already come.’

(2-3) ~&A (EA4F) 1L/ HONT KW,

Andy daskan ba-tane.
PN until.now come-NEG.PRF.3SG

‘Andy hasn’t come yet.’

(2-4) ~Sh (BAEAF) T/ HONT IR,

Andy daskan ba-tane.
PN until.now come-NEG.PRF.3SG
‘Andy hasn’t come yet.’

Since the English questionnaires from Kazama (2020: 3) are identical, (2-3) and (2-4) are exactly the same.
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(25) ~ZA (EF4F) X/ HONT b I () k5.
Andy zi bar-ek.
PN soon come-PRS.3SG
‘Andy will come soon.’

(2-6) (B !) ~S DRI [ZDAD KD DITK DN 51H T DI
a. (beli) Andy bass-une.
look PN come-PRF.3SG
‘(Oh!) Andy has come!’

b. (beli) Andy darek e.
look PN here  COP.PRS.35G
‘(Oh!) Andy is here!’

(2-7) WER~Z ARz L.
Andy daro bas.
PN yesterday come.PST.3SG
‘Andy came yesterday.’

(2-8) WEH~I AR o1z L.
Andy daro ba-tav.
PN yesterday come-NEG.PST.3SG
‘Andy didn’t come yesterday.’

(2-9) (L) HoV o Txt 5/
7 e sof e malav  kung-u.
1sc.NoM that apple Acc already eat-PST.1SG
‘I already ate that apple.’

(2-10) RAEHD VY > TEFFEEXTWRY. STUTHD Y v TE FIE/HR0.
ar daskan e sof e kun-tanut.
1SG.NOM yet that apple ACC eat-NEG.PRF.1SG

‘I haven’t eaten that apple yet.’

b.7 e sof e kun-parot.
1sG.NOM that apple ACC eat-NEG.FUT.1SG
‘I won’t eat that apple.’

(2-11) HONITE (br92&E) DV v TEARTWET / BITNWLEZATT.
0 e sof e asul dasa kun-ing e.
3sG.NoM that apple Acc right now eat-INF  COP.PRS.3SG

‘He’s eating that apple just now.’
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As mentioned in Section 2.2, the progressive is expressed in the form of “verb.base-INF(-LOC) + copula,” as in
(2-11).

(2-12) BOBANTWD BRIV TV,
a. darica  mal-ok e.
window o0pen-ADJP COP.PRS.3SG
‘The window is open.’

b. darica  mal-ok as.
window open-ADJP COP.PST.3SG
“The window was open.’

C. darica  mal-ok e.
window open-ADJP COP.PRS.3SG
“The window is opened.’

d. darica  mal-ok as.
window open-ADJP COP.PST.3SG
‘The window was opened.’

e. darica  mal-ing-ane.
window open-PASS-PRF.3SG
‘The window has been opened.’

f. darica  mal-ing-asus.
window open-PASS-PLPF.3SG
“The window had been opened.’

0. darica e mal-ok ill-ing-a.
window ACC open-ADJP leave-PASS-PST.3SG
“The window is left open.’

h. darica e mal-ok illifing-a.
window ACC open-ADJP leave.PASS-PST.3SG
‘The window was left open.’

i. darica e mal-ok ill-ing-ane.

window ACC open-ADJP leave-PASS-PRF.3SG
‘The window has been left open.’
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j. darica e mal-ok ill-ing-asus.

window ACC open-ADJP leave-PASS-PLPF.3SG

‘The window had been left open.’

K. darica  mal-ing-ing e.

window Open-PASS-INF  COP.PRS.3SG

“The window is opening.’

I. darica  mal-ing-ing as.

window Open-PASS-INF  COP.PST.3SG

“The window was opening.’

The adjective participle is used as a predicate, as in (2-12 a, b, ¢, d, g, h, i, j). The passive (or intransitive) verb
is formed by adding -ing to the verb base, as in (2-12 ¢, f, g, h, i, j, k, I). The difference between (2-12 g) and (2-12
h) is the verb illing- and illifing-, both of which are passive, but illifinga- having f after the verb base is more
specific as causitive / passive. (2-12 k, I) are examples of the combination of passive -ing and infinitive -ing with

the progressive.

(2-13) FLIE BT 2 Fite/ Fi A TV D,
ar har  sob ana

ixbar

1sG.NOM every morning GEN newspaper

‘I read the newspaper every morning.’

b.7 dasa har  sob

anda ixbar

e
ACC

1SG.NOM now every morning GEN newspaper

“I’m reading the newspaper every morning now.’

(2-14) H72721% (BH7RT=D) BREEZAIZE TV,
a.nr tend lumma yanbar xan-ing-isa.

25G.NOM REFL.GEN mother like
“You look like your mother.”

xuan-eva.

read-PRs.1sG

e xuan-ing-afi
ACC read-INF-LOC

look-INTR-PRS.25G

b. nt tend lumma yanbar us.

2SG.NOM REFL.GEN mother like
“You resemble your mother.’

(2-15) FAIEZ DOEM A FALIT - Tz

a. i harde iskiil-a

COP.PRS.2SG

ka-va

valda

1sG.NOM everyday school-ALL go-PRS.1SG then

‘I used to go to school every day (back then).’
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b. 7 harde iskul-a hin-at valda bass-ut.
1sG.NOM everyday school-ALL go-PST.1SG then come-PST.1SG
‘I went to school every day back then.’

(2-16) FAIF~IZ (REREOARIRE) T2 03d 5.
7 New York a hin-anut.
1sG.NoM New York ALL ¢0-PRF.1SG

‘I have been to New York.’

(2-17) R L ARITEV LI EV DT,
a. nef, bas sur-ing e harfe.
finally bus move.INF AcCC pick.up.PST.35G
‘Finally, the bus began moving.’

b. ner-a bas raht  mas.
finally-ALL bus going become.pPsT.3sG
‘Finally, the bus began to move.’

The verb harfe ‘picked up’ in (2-17 a) is a component of a compound verb; it supports the first verb (here,
suring ‘to move’) and adds a meaning like ‘start’ or ‘begin.” Here are some examples: suringe harfe ‘began
moving,” kuninge harfe ‘began eating,” talinge harfe ‘started sitting,” etc.

(2-18) FEHMEZITT » L E T
a.o daro de-durust xdc-d.
3SG.NOM yesterday day-complete sleep-PST.3SG
‘She slept all day yesterday.’

b.o daro de-durust xdc-ok as.
3sG.NOM yesterday day-complete sleep-ADJP COP.PST.3SG
‘She was asleep all day yesterday.’

C.0 daro de-durust xdc-ing-as ass-aka.
3sG.NOM yesterday day-complete sleep-INF-LOC COP-IMPF.3SG
‘She was sleeping (all day) yesterday.’

(2-19) FLFZENE D Lo & BXTHIZ.
7 dade macci kung-ut hur-at.
1sG.NOM it little  eat-PsT.1SG l00k-PST.1SG

‘| tried eating it a bit.”
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(2-20) HDONIFTZEN (D) ZHRARITHITE R T2,
0 dafte harkass-e tis.
3SG.NOM these everyone-ACC give.PST.3SG
‘He gave them to everyone.’

@-21) &b, (Bi=blE) 17< & !
kan-ak.
g0-IMP.2SG
‘Let’s go!”

(2-22) HUERIZ KBGO D % [El > T 5.
dayar de ana da-par e-par phert  kek.
earth sun GEN this-side that-side walk do.PRS.3sG
‘The earth goes around the sun.’

(2-23) HORIFAITHENE S T2,
0 daraxt tamm-ing ar e.
3SG.NOM tree fall-INF  INST COP.PRS.35G
‘That tree is about to topple.’

(2-24) (FLIE) HH <Hrsb AT,
7 cat musafirt  a hin-ing ass-ut.
1sG.NoM almost travel ALL (O-INF  COP.PST-1SG
‘I was almost about to trip.’

(2-25) IHER K DHDT, Rr&2BE-THL.
a. pagga nan-to  meman maror, gura i
tomorrow 1pL-cOM guest  be.FUT.3PL then 1SG.NOM
‘We will have guests tomorrow, so | will buy some bread.’

b. S mESTRBWZ?
ant  num iray  halkusure.
what 2PL.NOM bread buy.PLPF.2PL
‘Did you (remember to) buy some bread?’

(2-26) (FLIE) ~o (LG ED) 1Tols &, ZONREE T

gira-s iray hal-eva.
thing-INDF bread take-PRS.1SG

7 da buxca e hamotam halkusug haratam 1 fokio a

1sG.NomM this bag  Acc thattime buy.PLPF.1SG when
hin-asut.

go-PLPF.1SG

‘I (had) bought this bag when | went to Tokyo.’
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(2-27) (RLIE) ~i2 (&M & h) TSR ATRNG, ZOREE T,

ai da buxca e tokio a hin-ing vaxt-a halkusut.
1sG.NomM this bag  AcC Tokyo ALL go-INF time-ALL buy.PLPF.1SG
‘I (had) bought this bag when going to Tokyo.’

b.7 da buxca e tokio a hin-ing an gud halkusuy.
1sG.NoM this bag  Acc Tokyo ALL @o-INF ABL after buy.PLPF.1SG
‘I (had) bought this bag upon going to Tokyo.’

C.7 da buxca e tokio a hin-ing an  must  halkusuy.
1sG.NOM this bag ACC Tokyo ALL go-INF ABL before buy.PLPF.1SG
‘I (had) bought this bag before going to Tokyo.’

(2-28) (FLIT) WATHBHTZOREE ST-D &> TU-.

ACC
ADJP
ALL
COM
CoP
FUT
GEN

Ali,

T ca-issura 0 da buxca e da bazar an  halkune.
1sG.NOM know-IMPF.1sG 3sG.NOM this bag AcC this market ABL buy.pST.3sG
‘I knew he (had) bought this bag in this market.’

Abbreviations

first person IMP imperative PL plural
second person IMPF imperfect PLPF pluperfect
third person INDF indefinite PN proper noun
accusative INF infinitive PRF perfect
adjectival participle INST instrumental PRS present
allative INTR intransitive PST past
comitative LoC locative REFL reflexive
copula NEG negative SG singular
future NOM nominative
genitive PASS passive
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